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Kant’s Philosophy

Name: Khairy Jongerden

Themes: Ontology, epistemology and ethics
When: Every Monday, 13:15-15:15

Where: TBD

Course Description

Kant's Critique of Pure Reason is possibly one of the hardest yet most influential books in
modern philosophical history. For a philosopher mentioned left and right and having influenced
all of philosophy after him — whether politics, ethics, epistemology or metaphysics — we read
surprisingly little of his oeuvre. This course therefore aims to provide an accessible entry into
Kant's most foundational work of his ‘critical period’ to explore what makes him stand out.

The course has a further secondary goal namely, to explore a question in Kant’s
philosophy that has been somewhat underdeveloped: the question on the unity of ‘sensibility’
and ‘the understanding’. To this end, we will be reading parts of certain other works from his
critical period, including the elusive collection of his late writings, the Opus Postumum. If there
is time, there will be a slight comparison made with the eastern philosophical school of Advaita
Vedanta.

Course objectives

e The student will be able to provide a general overview of Kant’s critical philosophy.
o The student will be able to discuss the general aim of Kant’s philosophy.

Reading List

1. Kant, I., Critique of Pure Reason. | recommend the Guyer-Wood translation, which is
available online, since we will be using both A and B editions.

-, Critique of the Power of Judgment. | recommend the Cambridge University
Press edition.

———, Opus Postumum. Same publisher.

———, Practical Philosophy. Same publisher as well.



Weekly Readings
Week 1 — General introduction (09/02)

e Critique of Pure Reason (CPR), introductions of the A and B edition (pages: A1-16/B1-
30)
o The introductions have some overlap namely, where we see both the A and B
edition signposts overlap.
o Prefaces of the A and B edition (optional, B edition preface is nice to get a few
important points; A vii-A xxii/B vii-B xliv)

Week 2 — Kant on space and time (16/02)

e CPR, Transcendental Aesthetic (A19-49/B33-73) (the B edition covers everything here
basically.)

Week 3 — The table of judgment and the categories (23/02)

o CPR, Transcendental Logic (A64-94/B89-129; up to and including ‘Transition to the
transcendental deduction of the categories’).

Week 4 — The A deduction (02/03)

o CPR, Transcendental Logic (A95-130)
o If you wish, you may read the B deduction (B129-169) as well. However, it will
not be covered during the session specifically.

Week 5 — The Power of Judgment and the schematism (09/03)
e CPR, Transcendental Analytic (A130-147/B169-187)
Week 6 — The Analogies of Experience (16/03)
e CPR, Transcendental Analytic (A176-218/B218-265)
23/03 - midterm week, no session
Week 8 - Phenomena and Noumena (30/03)

e CPR, Transcendental Analytic (A235-260/B294-315; there are two versions where
the 2nd version is a bit revised, so it’s roughly twice the read of roughly the same
stuff!)

06/04 — easter, no session
Week 10 - The Concepts of Pure Reason (13/04)
e CPR, Transcendental Dialectic (A293-340/B349-398)

Week 11 - The Antinomies (20/04; this week is A LOT. If you wish not to read too much, |
have added the bare basics.)

e CPR, Transcendental Dialectic (A405-425/B432-453) (Less important. Gloss over
it for a basic understanding.)

e CPR,—, (A426-460/B454-488) (Less important. Read the theses and antitheses
at minimum; maybe read the argumentations briefly if you want more.)

e CPR, —, (A462-517/B490-545) (This is an important section, because he
discusses the antinomies, but you don’t need too in-depth of a grasp.)



e CPR, —, (A517-567/B545-595) (Most important part, because he provides the
‘solutions’ to the antinomies here.)

27/04 - King’s day, no session
Week 13 - Practical Reason and Its Object (04/05)

e Practical Philosophy, Groundsworks to the Metaphysics of Morals, TBD
e — Critique of Practical Reason, TBD

Week 14 - On God and Morality (11/05)

e CPR, Transcendental Dialectic (A567-602/B595-630)
e Critique of the Power of Judgment (5: 447-5:484; p.313-346)

Week 15 - The Union of the Transcendental Ideas (18/05)

e Opus Postumum, TBD



Queer Philosophy of Play

Fabius Schoendube

Overview:

In this course we will study the often overlooked theme of play within gender studies,

critical theory and queer philosophy.
Structure:

After a more general introduction where | provide an overview of the field of Queer
philosophy we will turn to the two pillars of this course, Johan Huizinga’s Homo Ludens and
Judith Butler's early phenomenological work. We will be spending a lot of our time closely
reading core texts of them, all the while supplementing it with more contemporary

literature.

Once we have succeeded in tracing the theme of play within queer philosophy we will more

broadly look at the value of a theory of play for critical discourses.
Goals

By the end of the course the students will have a good understanding of the theme of play
within queer philosophy, will have gained greater skills in close readings and gotten

familiarity with Butler’s early work and Huizinga’s Homo Ludens.

Core texts:

(All texts will be provided in PDF form)
Homo Ludens

The Judith Butler reader



TBD.




Topics in Continental Aesthetics: The Sublime in Art
Thomas de Bruin

04-09-25

Description

Immanuel Kant’s third Critique famously opens the door to the German romantic conception
of nature. At times, it seems as if Caspar David-Friedrich’s paintings are an pictorial
representation of the Kantian theory of the Sublime in the Kritik der Urteilskraft. Interestingly
enough, however, the concept of the Sublime did neither begin nor end with Kant (or
Romanticism for that matter). Already in Burke, and before him, Pseudo-Longinus, we find
conceptions of the Sublime. After Kant, the concept is picked up by modern French
philosophers. Jean-Frangois Lyotard wrote extensively on the Sublime (devoting a book to the
subject, called Lessons on the Analytic of the Sublime). He argued, against Kant, that the
Sublime does not only occur in Nature, but can also be presented in Art. Jacques Derrida, in
The Truth in Painting, also discusses the Kantian sublime. Furthermore, some great thinkers
have implicitly make use of the notion of the sublime (as the contradictory feeling of pleasure
and pain in the overwhelming feeling/experience) in their work. Thus, as Deleuze would say,
the concept has its own history, independent from the philosophers who develop it.

During this course, we will trace the history and development of the Sublime, in both
its explicit and implicit loci. We will read texts by Kant, (perhaps Hegel), Lyotard, and
Derrida where the Sublime is explicitly discussed. Furthermore, we will read certain texts by
Heidegger, Kristeva, and Deleuze to trace the importance of the Sublime in their work.

The leading question of the seminar is the following: What is the function of the
sublime in art? However, because of the various authors we will work with, the questions that
arise will not be reducible to this ‘Leitfrage’. By working through multiple authors, we will
gain a better understanding of the aesthetic category of the Sublime and its variations through

the history of continental philosophy.
Course structure
UPDATE spring/summer semester 2026

We continue this course during the spring/summer semester. Leaving German idealism

behind, we continue with 20" century German and French philosophy. We will discuss



writings by Heidegger, Blanchot, Derrida, Deleuze, and Kristeva on aesthetics in general and

the sublime specifically.
Course objectives
Course load

We will do (bi)weekly meetings (this is dependent on my personal schedule), discussing a
new text every time, unless the text requires an additional week for more discussion. The
students are expected to have read the text so that discussions and close readings may be

fruitful.

Preliminary syllabus:

Martin Heidegger, The Origin of the Work of Art
Maurice Blanchot, “The Gaze of Orpheus”
Jacques Derrida, “Parergon”

Julia Kristeva, Powers of Horror

Gilles Deleuze, Francis Bacon: The Logic of Sensation



(Buddhist) Philosophy as a Way of Life

Name: Omar X. Masera
Themes: Buddhist philosophy, philosophy as a way of life
When: Tuesdays 19.00

Where: TBD

Course description:

Itis a cliche that when the subject of Buddhism comes up, people ask: “Is it a philosophy
or areligion.” The truth is that both of these categories (especially as understood in a
modern Western context) fail to adequately encompass how Buddhism has been
understood, taught and practiced over its 2,500 year history. In this seminar, | will propose
an alternative read of Buddhist philosophical texts, through the lens of practice. We will
read Buddhist and other philosophical texts, but also consider how these texts have been
meant not merely as theoretical statements, but primarily as “therapeutic” means to
alleviate suffering in the existential present. To accomplish this, we might also read
biographical and first-person narrative material, and even (gasp!) propose a practical
component to put some of these ideas into practice.

Reading list: TBD after first meeting.



Syllabus: Initiation, Eudaimonia, the Soul’s Ascent, and Becoming Like God

Cultivating Oneself from a Neoplatonic and Comparative Perspective

Course Information

Duration: Week of February 16 — Week of May 18

Frequency: Approximately every two weeks (8 sessions total)

Note: Schedule is subject to change according to holidays and exams.
Session Length: 1.5 hours per session

Time and Place: TBD

Course Description

This seminar follows the notion of Perennial Philosophy and Traditionalism. The former
holds that all cultural traditions, no matter how different they appear on the surface, point to
the same deep truth; the latter believes that this truth is hidden within various ancient
traditions, and that the so-called innovations have brought nothing truly new. Neoplatonism is
the best practitioner of this ideal and the best example for us to understand it. Not only did
they believe they created nothing new—viewing themselves merely as elucidators of truths
Plato left implicit—but they also juxtaposed different cultural traditions (the Chaldean
Oracles, Homer, Orphism, Pythagoreanism, etc.), believing the knowledge they conveyed was
essentially identical. Furthermore, they established an extremely complete theoretical system
of philosophy that helps us understand what this truth looks like from their perspective. This
is why we start with them.

Another goal of this seminar is to draw lessons on how to face modern society by learning
from Neoplatonism. In fact, no matter the era, we are inevitably struck by unexpected events
and feel pain. Death, suffering, loss—all reflect human vulnerability. We must ask: what
exactly should be done to live a eudaimonic life, or rather, to keep one's inner self tranquil
and joyful regardless of what happens? Contemporary pop culture's utopian pursuit of
eudaimonia runs contrary to the ancient wisdom that suffering is the norm of life, which
easily causes immense social resentment and division. Neoplatonism, along with its spiritual
successors, provides a complete response to a series of questions: What is eudaimonia? What
is a eudaimonic person like? How can eudaimonia be achieved?

Ultimately, this seminar will not stop there, because later Western thinkers and other cultural
traditions have provided equally profound insights, sufficient even to make the Neoplatonic
methodology more complete. We will thus attempt a comparative philosophy: by borrowing
and integrating the different theoretical emphases of various thinkers, we aim to provide more
detailed methods for us to achieve eudaimonia.

Schedule and Readings
Handouts will be provided for all sessions.



o O O O

Stage 1 (Session 1-4): Neoplatonic Foundation
Session 1: Plotinus on Eudaimonia and the Spoudaios
Date: Week of February 16

Readings:

Selections from The Enneads

Session 2: Plotinus on Non-Discursive Thinking

Date: Week of March 2

Readings:

Selections from The Enneads

Selections from Eyjolfur Kjalar Emilsson, Plotinus on Intellect
Selections from Sara Ahbel-Rappe, Reading Neoplatonism

Session 3: Porphyry and Proclus on the Ladder of Virtues
Date: Week of March 9

Readings:

Selections from Porphyry, Sententiae

Selections from Marinus, Life of Proclus

Session 4: Plotinus on Mystical Union with the One, Hermetic Perspective, and The
Golden Ass

Date: Week of March 30

Readings:

Selections from Pierre Hadot, Plotinus or the Simplicity of Vision

Selections from Zeke Mazur, The Platonizing Sethian Background of Plotinus’s Mysticism
Hermetica: The Discourse on the Eighth and Ninth

Apuleius, The Golden Ass, Chapter 11

Stage 2 (Session 5-8): Comparative Expansion

Session 5: Mebes on the Pain of Negating, Tomberg on Conscience and Courage, and
Bergson

Date: Week of April 13

Readings:

Selections from Gregory O. Mebes, Tarot Minor

Selections from Valentin Tomberg, Meditations on the Tarot

Selections from Henri Bergson

Session 6: Insights from Christian Platonists, Mystics, and Spiritualists, and Ibn Arabi
Date: Week of April 20

Readings:

Selections from Pseudo-Dionysius, Jacob Bohme, and St. Teresa of Avila
Selections from Toshihiko Izutsu, Sufism and Taoism

Session 7: Bodhisattva’s Journey to the Buddha: Five Paths and Ten Grounds



Date: Week of May 4
Readings:
Selections from Buddhist texts

Session 8: Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist Insights

Date: Week of May 18

Readings:

Selections from Toshihiko Izutsu, The Structure of Oriental Philosophy
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